
 

 
 

 Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church  

Online Worship Service  

Sunday, December 6, 2020 
 

Gathering Around the Word  
 

Welcome and Announcements                                       The Rev. Katie Day 
 

Introit                           I Wonder as I Wander               Hyoun Joo Song 

         arr. Jason Tonioli 
 

Call to Worship        The Rev. Jody Andrade  

One: John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way.” 

So, family of faith, how do we prepare our minds for worship?  

All:  We silence the inner critic. We let go of busy thoughts. 

We make space for God to speak. 

One:  How do we prepare our hearts for worship? 

All:  We bless all emotions. We feel what we feel. 

We open ourselves up to be moved. 

One:  How do we prepare our bodies for worship? 

All:  We take in the scent, sight, and feel of this space. 

We breathe in God’s mercy. We exhale God’s love. 

One:  How do we prepare our souls for worship? 

All:  We bring our full selves into this space.  

We wear our hearts on our sleeves. We trust that even now, God is here. 

One:  Family of faith, what we practice in worship, we must live out in our daily lives. 

So prepare the way. Let us worship Holy God. 

 

Hymn 105      People, Look East (stanzas 1, 4, and 5) 



 

 



 

Lighting of the Advent Candle          The Su-Reed Family 

All:  I dream of peace. 

One: I dream to prepare the way, for more bridges and less walls, for more laughter  

and less fear, for more listening and less tears. Today we light the candle of 

peace, for peace is what good dreams bring. May this light remind us there is 

another way. May this light be our invitation to be Advent people—people who 

dream. Amen. 

Response Hymn 383   Dream On, Dream On (stanza 1) 

  Dream on, dream on, children of peace, ‘til on earth God’s kingdom come. 

Wolf and lamb will feed together ; lions like oxen will eat straw. 

Dust shall be the serpent’s food; no one shall destroy or hurt. 

Children of earth in all colors, live in peace and harmony. 
 

Call to Confession                  Jody 
 

Prayer of Confession  

Holy God, we wish that peace was something we could buy. We wish that peace 

could be ordered in a subscription service, found on a map, downloaded in an app, 

or voted for in a ballot. We wish that peace was as easy as a one-time choice  

when we are feeling our best. However, what we have found is that peace involves 

everyday decisions over and over, whether or not we are feeling our best.  

So today we confess, to you and with this community of faith, that we need your help  

in this Advent season. Prepare the way for greater peace, and teach me how to be a 

part of it. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

Passing of the Peace               Jody

 One:  The peace of Christ be with you.  

All:  And also with you. 
 

    The Word Read and Proclaimed 
 

Children’s Sermon                       The Rev. Jennie Sankey
  

Prayer for Illumination                     Ivie Goorsky 
 

First Scripture Reading                    Isaiah 40: 1-11                        Ivie  

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,  and cry 

to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from 

the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the 

desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and 

hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the 

mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their  

constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the 



 

breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the 

flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, 

O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of 

good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, 

the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and 

his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 

lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

 

Second Scripture Reading          Mark 1: 1-8                Katie 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 

way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 

his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong 

of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.” 
 

Sermon                “Those Who Dream: Prepare the Way”           Katie 
 

        Sealing the Word in Our Lives 
 

The Sacrament of Communion           

Invitation to the Table                 

Pastoral Prayer 

Words of Institution 

Anthem                 Christ Child, Christ Child                Chancel Choir 

                               by Howley Ades 
The Lord’s Prayer           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

Invitation to Offering                       Jennie 

To give:● return to www.pleasanthillpc.org and click on the Giving tab or  

 ● text givePHPC to 73256 or  



 

 ● mail your offering to the church: 3700 Pleasant Hill Road Duluth, GA 30096 
 

Prayer of Dedication              Jennie 
 

Hymn 88     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (stanzas 1, 2, 6 and 7) 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

  Following the Word into the World 
 

Charge and Benediction                 Katie 

  

Postlude     “Come Now, Savior of the Nations”            Hyoun Joo 

               by J. S. Bach 

 

 

 

This morning’s liturgy is adapted from 

 Those Who Dream by Sarah Are 
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