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December 24, 2020 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word  
 

Welcome and Announcements     The Rev. Katie Day 
 

Introit        ​Hyoun Joo Song 
 

Call to Worship    The Rev. Jennie Sankey 
One: This year, we dreamed of world peace. 
All: We dreamed of deep breaths and restful sleep. 
One: We dreamed of love that lasts and suffering that passes. 
All: We dreamed of doors open wide and a cure to disease. 
One: We dreamed, because to dream is to believe. 
All: For to dream is to hope; to dream is to see. 
One: So make room in your being to dream yet again, 
All: Of a world without fear, and a God that draws near. 
One: For it is almost Christmas. 
All: Love is almost here. 
One: May we dream to see, and hope to believe. Let us worship God. 

 
 
 
 



Lighting of the Christ Candle       The Reed Family 
All: We are those who dream. 
One: Tonight, we dream the same dreams of our ancestors before us.  

Tonight, we dream of justice and mercy, of love and kindness, of peace and hope. 
Tonight we dream of a God that draws near to us out of unfailing love.  
May this candle be a reminder that there will be a day when every dream will be 
fulfilled. And until then, we will be those who dream. 
This light is an invitation to be Christmas people-people who live out God’s dream.  
May this light be our invitation to be Advent people—people who dream. Amen. 

 
Hymn 133      ​“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

    The Word Read and Proclaimed 
 

Children’s Sermon            Jennie
   

Prayer for Illumination ​(in unison)      The Rev. Jody Andrade 
Holy God, 
If we listen closely, we can almost hear the angels sing. 
If we listen closely, we can almost hear the bleats of sheep following shepherds, 
And the hooves of confused barn animals. 
If we listen closely, we can almost hear the innkeeper say, “No room.” 
If we listen closely, we can almost hear the star whisper, “Follow me.” 
If we listen closely, God, we can almost hear you. 
Pause for a moment of silence. 
So as we turn to your Word, Holy Writer, don’t let us miss a thing— 
The smell of the hay, the cool of the air, the way Mary cherished this wild dream in her 
heart. 
We want to hear it all; we don’t want to miss a thing.  
So today we pray—can you help us listen closely?  
Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading       Luke 2: 1-7     The Cason Family 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that ​all the world should be                
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of              
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of                 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was               
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to                
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ​While they were there, the time                 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped                 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in                   
the inn. 
 

Reflection     Jody 



 
Hymn 145           ​“What Child Is This?” 
 
Scripture Reading    Luke 2: 8-14      The Ching Family 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by                
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone                 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for                 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day                   
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you                     
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there                 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to                
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

Reflection  Jennie 
 

Hymn 113  ​“Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 
Scripture Reading     ​Luke 2: 15-20     The Welch Family 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,                               
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has                                   
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child                                 
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them                               
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But                                 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,                           
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Reflection     Katie 
 
Hymn 119 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!” 
 

        Sealing the Word in Our Lives 
 

The Sacrament of Communion   
Invitation to the Table    Jody  
Christmas Prayer Jennie 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but  
deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution       Jody and Jennie 
Communion Music “Away in a Manger”           Ben Badinger 



        Responding to the Word 
 
Invitation to Offering     Katie 

To give:● return to www.pleasanthillpc.org and click on the Giving tab or  
 ● text givePHPC to 73256 or  
 ● mail your offering to the church: 3700 Pleasant Hill Road Duluth, GA 30096 

 
Prayer of Dedication Katie 

 
  ​Following the Word into the World 

 

Sharing of the Light 
 
Hymn 122 “Silent Night” 
 
Charge and Benediction            Katie 
 

“I Will Light Candles This Christmas” by Howard Thurman 
 
I will light candles this Christmas, 
Candles of joy despite all the sadness, 
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 
Candles of courage for fears ever present, 
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 
Candles of love to inspire all my living, 
Candles that will burn all year long. 

 
Postlude  Hyoun Joo 
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