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Lent at PHPC 2021

Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church
Online Worship Service
Sunday, March 21, 2021

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Gathering Around the Word

Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Katie Day

Introit

For the Beauty of the Earth Hyoun Joo Song
arr. Jason Tonioli

Call to Worship Katie
One: From water to wilderness:
All:  God’s everlasting covenant continues; God’s kingdom comes near.
One: On stone and in hearts:
All:  God’s everlasting covenant continues; God’s kingdom comes near.
One: From the ancestor of nations to the Son lifted up:
All:  God’s everlasting covenant continues; God’s kingdom comes near.
One: We follow Jesus on this Lenten journey,
All:  for where he is, we would be also.

Hymn 53

O God, Who Gives Us Life



GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

53 O God, Who Gives Us Life
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God, who gives us life and breath, who shapes us in  the womb,
God, who calls your peo-ple out to ven-tureand to dare,
God of cov-e - nantand law, re-vealed in cloud and flame,
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who guards our lives from birth to death, then leads us from the tomb:
to  plumb the bleak a - byss of doubt and find you e - ven there:
your might - y deeds e - voke our awe; we dare not speak your name.
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de - liv-er wus from fears that kill the life we have from you.

when we de-spair in wan - der-ing through wastes of emp -ty lies,
Yet we by faith are drawn to you and will your peo - ple prove,
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Help us to know your Spir-it  still is mak - ing all things new.
re - fresh us with the liv - ing spring of  hope that nev-er dies.
as on our hearts you write a - new the cov - e - nant of love.
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Christians often fail to appreciate how much we can learn about God from the Hebrew Scriptures. This text
draws on a variety of passages that call attention to God'’s faithfulness toward the Chosen People and the
promise of a new covenant written on the heart (Jeremiah 31:31-34).

TEXT: Carl P. Daw Jr., 1990 NOEL
MUSIC: English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1874 CMD
Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company



Call to Confession Katie
Prayer of Confession
O God of dying and rising seeds, plant in our hearts the seed of belonging: a promise that
you shall be our God, and we will be your people. Whenever we fall short, renew that tender
planting, so that one day, at the last, its questing roots will have indelibly traced your name,
your law, your Love in the least of us to the greatest. Amen.
Assurance of Grace

Passing of the Peace Katie
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

The Word Read and Proclaimed

Children’s Sermon The Rev. Jennie Sankey
Prayer for lllumination Kristen Ching
First Scripture Reading John 12: 20-33 Kristen

They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to
see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, |
tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their
life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where |
am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

“‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should | say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is
for this reason that | have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered,
“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the
ruler of this world will be driven out. And |, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people[a] to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

Anthem God of Grace and God of Glory Chancel Choir
Robert Langston

Second Scripture Reading Jeremiah 31: 31-34 Katie
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that | made with their
ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant
that they broke, though | was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that |
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: | will put my law within
them, and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people.
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for | will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A21-33&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26602a

Sermon “Everlasting: Define the Relationship” Katie

Responding to the Word

Affirmation of Faith From A Brief Statement of Faith, 1983 Katie
In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all

families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of
bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who
will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God
is faithful still.

Prayers of the People Jennie
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Hymn 692 Spirit, Open My Heart



DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

692 Spirit, Open My Heart
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1 God, re-place my ston - y  heart with a heart that's
2 Write your love up - on my  heart as my law, my
3 May I weep with those who weep; share the joy of
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kind and ten - der. All my cold - ness and
goal, my  sto - ry In each thought, word,  and
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fear to your grace I now  sur - ren - der.
deed, may my liv - ing bring you glo - ry.
Christ, may we wel - come one an - oth - er.

The pace and diversity of modern life often hinder us from remaining vulnerable to our
humanness of other people. This prayerful text to be open to such joys and pains draws
36:26 in stanza one and echoes Jeremiah 31:33 in stanza two.

emotions and to the
on Ezekiel 11:19 and

TEXT: Ruth Duck, 1994

MUSIC: Irish melody; arr. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011
Text © 1996 The Pilgrim Press

Music Harm. © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak
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Invitation to Offering Jennie
To give:e return to www.pleasanthillpc.org and click on the Giving tab or
e text givePHPC to 73256 or
e mail your offering to the church — 3700 Pleasant Hill Road Duluth, GA 30096

Prayer of Dedication Jennie

Following the Word into the World

Charge and Benediction Katie

Postlude A Mighty Fortress is Our God Hyoun Joo
arr. Timothy Albrecht

This morning’s liturgy is adapted from Feasting on the Word and
Barn Geese Worship, which is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
Copyright License: 176415 and Stream License: CSPL 129485



