Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church
Online Worship Service
Sunday, August 22, 2021

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Gathering Around the Word
Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Katie Day

Introit Flute Piece Hyoun Joo Song
arr. William Hine

Call to Worship: Katie
One: Come, O children, listen to me;
All: 1 will teach you to love the Lord.
One: Come, O children, listen to me;
All: 1 will teach you to live a life of faith.
One: Depart from evil, and do good;
All:  seek peace, and pursue it.

Hymn 838 Standing on the Promises



TRUSTING IN THE PROMISES OF GOD

838 Standing on the Promises
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1 Stand - ing on  the prom - is-es of Christ my  king,
2 Stand - ing on  the prom - is-es that can - not  fail,
3 Stand - ing on  the prom - is-es of Christ the Lord,
4 Stand - ing on  the prom - is-es I  can - not  fall,
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through e - ter - nal a - ges let  his prais - es ring;
when the howl - ing storms of doubt and fear as - sail,
bound  to him e - ter - nal-ly by love’'s strong cord,
lis - teningev - ery mo - ment to the Spir - it's call,
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glo - ry in the high - est, 1 will shout and  sing,
by the liv - ing Word  of God I shall pre - wvail,
o - ver-com - ing dai - ly with the Spir - it's sword,
rest - ing in my Sav - ior as my all in all,
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stand - ing on the prom - is - es of God.
stand - ing on the prom - is - es of God.
stand - ing on the prom - is - es of God.
stand - ing on the prom - is - es of God.
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Perhaps because this hymn is so well known, its language sounds vaguely scriptural; but while there are
various biblical uses of “stand” and “promise(s),” the two words are never combined. The confidence here
is similar to that of “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (see no. 353).

TEXT and MUSIC: R. Kelso Carter, 1886 PROMISES
11.11.11.9 with refrain



TRUSTING IN THE PROMISES OF GOD

Refrain
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Stand - ing, stand - ing,
stand - ing on the prom - is-es,  stand-ing on the prom - is-es,
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stand - ing on  the prom - is - es of God my Sav - ior;
e f f"-' = . ; 2
! ! |
o)

:
L
UE o

stand - stand - ing, had
stand - ing on  the prom - is - es, stand - ing on  the prom - is - es,
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I'm stand - ing on  the prom - is-es of God.
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Call to Confession The Rev. Jennie Sankey
Prayer of Confession

Faithful God, we confess that we have not been faithful to you. We have not served you with
sincere hearts nor trusted in your salvation. We have chosen to follow the lifeless idols of
worldly power and wealth, focusing on ourselves rather than on the community for which you
created us. Forgive us. Lead us to heartfelt repentance that we may honor you with our lips and
serve you with our lives. Amen.

Assurance of Grace Jennie

Passing of the Peace Jennie

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

The Word Read and Proclaimed

Children’s Sermon Jennie

Anthem "It is Good" Greg Veal
David Lantz

Scripture Reading Joshua 24:1-18 Katie

The Tribes Renew the Covenant

24 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2 And
Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your
ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served
other gods. 3 Then | took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all
the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. | gave him Isaac; 4 and to Isaac | gave Jacob
and Esau. | gave Esau the hill country of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children went down
to Egypt. 5 Then | sent Moses and Aaron, and | plagued Egypt with what | did in its midst; and
afterwards | brought you out. 6 When | brought your ancestors out of Egypt, you came to the
sea; and the Egyptians pursued your ancestors with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea.[a]
7 When they cried out to the Lord, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and made
the sea come upon them and cover them; and your eyes saw what | did to Egypt. Afterwards
you lived in the wilderness a long time. 8 Then | brought you to the land of the Amorites, who
lived on the other side of the Jordan; they fought with you, and | handed them over to you, and
you took possession of their land, and | destroyed them before you. 9 Then King Balak, son of
Zippor of Moab, set out to fight against Israel. He sent and invited Balaam son of Beor to curse
you, 10 but | would not listen to Balaam; therefore he blessed you; so | rescued you out of his
hand. 11 When you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho, the citizens of Jericho fought


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%2024%3A1-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-6483a

against you, and also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites; and | handed them over to you. 12 | sent the hornet[b] ahead of
you, which drove out before you the two kings of the Amorites; it was not by your sword or by
your bow. 13 | gave you a land on which you had not labored, and towns that you had not built,
and you live in them; you eat the fruit of vineyards and olive yards that you did not plant.

14 “Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the
gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 Now if
you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other
gods; 17 for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all
the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18 and the Lord
drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will
serve the Lord, for he is our God.”

Sermon “Moving Forward Together” Katie

Responding to the Word

Affirmation of Faith Adapted from the Confession of 1967 Katie
In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of
God'’s renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong. The church follows
this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of its action. So to live and serve is to
confess Christ as Lord.

Prayers of the People Jennie
Silent Prayer, Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Hymn 757 Today We All Are Called to be Disciples
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

/57  Today We All Are Called

to Be Disciples
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1 To - day we all are called to be dis - ¢ - ples of the
2 God made the world and at its birth or - dained our hu - man
3 Pray jus - tice may come roll -ing down as in a might-y

4 May we in ser-vice to our God act out the liv - ing
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Lord, to help to set the cap - tive free, make
race to live as stew - ards of the earth, re -
stream, with righ - teous - ness in field and town to
word, and walk the road the saints have trod till
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plow - share out of sword, to feed the hun - gry, quench their
spond -ing to God’s grace. But we are vain and sad - ly
cleanse us and re - deem. For God is long-ing to re -

all have seen and heard. As stew-ards of  the earth may
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This text placing stewardship in the context of faithful witness was written by a retired Presbyterian minister
to be part of the 1986 stewardship campaign titled “Called to Be Disciples.” The tune name recalls the Sussex
village where the arranger first heard the melody.

TEXT: H. Kenn Carmichael, 1985 KINGSFOLD
MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 CMD
Text © 1989 H. Kenn Carmichael



JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
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thirst, make love and peace our fast, to serve the
proud; we sow not peace but strife. Our dis - cord
store an earth where con - flicts  cease, a world that
we give thanks in one ac - cord to God  who
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poor  and home -less first, our ease and com - fort last
spreads a dead - ly cloud that threat-ens all  of life.
was cre - at - ed for a har - mo - ny  of peace.
calls  us all to be dis - c - ples of the Lord.
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Invitation to Offering Jennie
To give:e return to www.pleasanthillpc.org and click on the Giving tab or
e text givePHPC to 73256 or
e mail your offering to the church — 3700 Pleasant Hill Road Duluth, GA 30096
Prayer of Dedication Jennie
Following the Word into the World

Charge and Benediction Katie

Postlude Whoever Lets Our Dear God Rule Hyoun Joo
Arr. J.S. Bach

Parts of this morning’s liturgy are adapted from Feasting on the Word.
Copyright License: 176415 and Stream License: CSPL 129485



