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Please be advised: those attending in-person worship may appear on the livestream service.

Celebration of the Lord’s Day

Palm Sunday
March 24, 2024

Gathering Around the Word

Prelude Solemn Prelude ... from A Lenten Suite Hyoun Joo Song,
Charles Callahan Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church
Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Grace Rohrer, Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church

The Rev. Kwasi Aye-Addo, Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church
The Rev. Katie Day, Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church

Good morning and welcome to worship with Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church, Faith Ghanaian
Presbyterian Presbyterian Church, and Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church. We worship in this
building at different times and in different styles, and today we are worshiping all together in a
multicultural celebration of Palm Sunday. | welcome those of you joining us by livestream. All of you
are invited to find the red Friendship Pad in your pew and write your name, and which congregation
you attend - let us know you were here today. Online worshipers, you can find a digital friendship pad
in the same place where you found the link to this service. | hope you will all join us after worship for
brunch in Fellowship Hall and an Easter egg hunt outside. Let us now prepare our hearts and minds
to worship God.
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Introit R EFIE Prepare the Way! Choir,

Don Besig Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church
*Call to Worship Brother Emmanuel Akrong,
BEA Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church

One: Sing songs of loudest praise! IEEx & FZEEAII] |

All:  Hosanna! ZEE:F&EE !

One: Sing songs that are unashamed. IEHEAE RV -

All:  Hosanna! Z52 5B !

One:  Sing songs without being afraid. 2RI -

All:  Hosanna! ZEE:F&EE !

One: Sing for the God of tomorrow and today. AERE M= HHY EFI]IE.

All:  Hosanna! ZEE:F&EE !

One: Let us worship the One worthy to be praised. & E BRAC 1S & =RV HIFE.

*Hymn 197 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
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*Please stand in body or spirit.
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Call to Confession Brother Emmanuel Akrong,
Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church

The Gospel of John tells us that crowds gathered to praise Jesus as he entered Jerusalem, singing and
shouting with confidence. After describing the crowd, however, the Gospel writer zooms in on the
disciples and tells us that while the crowds shouted praise at Jesus, the disciples were confused. The
text says, “the disciples did not understand what was happening” (John 12:16). A lot of our lives may
look like this: either we understand God’s presence in our lives and want to shout it from the rooftop—
or we’re standing on the side of the parade missing our chance to sing. That is why we need the prayer
of confession. Because life happens fast, and without a doubt, we have stood where the disciples
stood. So let us pray together, for we don’t want to miss our chance to sing.
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Unison Prayer of Confession

Holy God, we want to run into the streets and sing your praise! We want to be bold and unashamed
of this good-news Gospel. However, too often we find ourselves standing against the wall. Too often
we stay quiet. Too often we let others carry the song. Forgive us for the moments when we could lead
the parade but instead find ourselves standing on the sidelines. Show us which songs are ours to sing.
Show us which parades are ours to lead, and then give us the courage and conviction to do both. With
hope and honesty we pray, amen.
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Assurance of Grace Brother Emmanuel Akrong,
Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church

Friends, no matter where you are on the parade route—whether you are waving palm branches through
the streets or standing against the wall, quiet and cautious—Jesus marched for you. Jesus’ love, his
striving for justice and mercy, it was for you. You are included in this story and nothing can ever change
that. So hear these words and trust them deep in your bones: We have reason to sing, for Jesus Christ
loved you yesterday. Jesus Christ loves you today. And Jesus Christ will love you tomorrow. You are
forgiven, claimed, and sent to serve. Go out and sing. Go out trusting these words. Amen.
BREA - fmam (REE TR AR ROB BN S —— SR e LB E SR B EIEE  &
AR M A2 EAY——ERERER R RS AT - HRRRRVE - 1&2%IE&#TI WINMEF - ELEEERIRAT - T/J\ZE
BHSPHN—MT - BERRALER - T - FAEBREERD - WARMAREEM : AMAER
RS - AREAEBIERENR - Hﬂﬁﬁﬂ/\ﬂiﬁﬂx ° HB?@*%ﬂﬁﬁﬂiﬁl RER - R - B
B WHRIRERS - &, ZBR - BEBEELERE - [P -

*Passing of the Peace Brother Emmanuel Akrong,
and Music from Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church

One: May the peace of Christ be with you BEEE L ERETE -
All:  And also with you. Z5E: T E{REE -



The Word Read and Proclaimed

Children’s Sermon The Rev. Jennie Sankey,
Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church

Good morning friends! Don’t forget to bring your palm branch with you to the children’s sermon.
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Today is a special day in the church and it has to do with these branches we are holding. Does anyone
know what today is? (Palm Sunday!)

SAEHEN—EERET  BERMEENELNIZER - ANESKEMTE? (FREE
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This morning we already had a parade-just like Jesus did on the first Palm Sunday. And we have been
using a special word-Hosanna! Can you say Hosanna? Say it really quiet? Say it really loud? What do
you think it means?
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In the story of Palm Sunday, the people shouted “Hosanna!!” when they saw Jesus riding a donkey into
Jerusalem, like he was a king. They laid down their clothes and palm branches on the ground to make
a special carpet for him to ride on. And they said “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name
of the Lord!”
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It sounds like we’re saying something like “hip hip hooray!” but this word is different. The word
Hosanna comes to us through a few languages, including Greek, Aramaic, and Hebrew. It’s actually

a prayer-it means “Save me, | pray!” The people knew Jesus has been doing amazing things to save
people; healing people who were sick, teaching people new things about God, inviting all sorts of
people to be his friends, even raising people from the dead! And they hoped that Jesus had the power
to save them too. So today, Hosanna is our prayer too. And since it comes to us from a few other
languages, | thought we’d learn it in a few more that some of you might know.
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Hosanna is how we say it in English. In Taiwanese, which a lot of people in the Atlanta Taiwanese
congregation speak, Pastor Grace will teach us the word for Hosanna. Can you say it quiet, like a quiet
prayer? Can you say it loud, like you’re shouting it at a parade? There is not a word for it in Twi, which
a lot of people in the Faith Ghanaian congregation speak. Pastor Kwasi will teach us the word they use.
Can you say it quiet, like a quiet prayer? Can you say it loud, like you’re shouting it at a parade?
Whether we say Save me | pray! Hosanna! Fossanna F1#{#B or Hoisanna we are praising God and
praying to God for help. Let’s pray.

Dear God, we are made to praise you. Help us to shout and sing our praise to you in every language.
Amen.
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(Parents may walk their children age 3 to Kindergarten to Room B103 to check-in to Play & Praise.)



*Worship and Praise Music Choir,
Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church

Prayer for lllumination Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church
God of grace, your Word is like a song

It is the melody that we long to sing,

the refrain that we pray will get stuck in our heads.

So as we return to scripture once more,

we pray that you would allow us to sink into this song.

Allow us to hear the truth in between the words.

Allow the cries of the crowd’s “hosannas” to feel like our own.

With open hearts and open ears we pray, amen.
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Scripture Reading Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! Let Israel say, “His steadfast
love endures forever.” Open to me the gates of righteousness, that | may enter through them and give
thanks to the Lord. This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. | thank you that you
have answered me and have become my salvation. The stone that the builders rejected has become the
chief cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us
success! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of
the altar. You are my God, and | will give thanks to you; you are my God, | will extol you. O give thanks to
the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.
#5m118:1-2,19-29
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Anthem The Palms Choir accompanied with Levi Phillips on trumpet,
J. Faure Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church



Scripture Reading The Rev. Kwasi Aye-Addo,
Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church

Mark 11:1-11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent
two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter
it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you,
“Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.””’
They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of
the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ They told them what Jesus had said;
and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he
sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had
cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our
ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple;
and when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the
twelve.
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Sermon Songs of Loudest Praise The Rev. Grace Rohrer, Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church
The Rev. Kwasi Aye-Addo, Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church
The Rev. Katie Day, Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church

Responding to the Word

Affirmation of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed Pam Griffin,
Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church

| Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his Only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer The Rev. Grace Robhrer,
Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church

Our Savior comes to us humbly, riding a donkey and proclaiming a message of peace. Let us pray for the
church, for Earth and all its creatures, and for all people in need. God of mercy, hear our prayer.

That Christians hear and share the word of God as true disciples, God of mercy, hear our prayer.

That all ends of the earth receive the words of the king of peace. God of mercy, hear our prayer.

That all leaders, of church and of state, prefer humble service to empty power. God of mercy, hear our
prayer. That all people live with gratitude for the gifts of nourishment, friendship, family, trust, patience,
and hope, with the courage and wisdom to change whatever fails to be life-giving. God of mercy, hear
our prayer. That those who see the cross starkly revealed in their lives draw strength from the name that
is above every other name. God of mercy, hear our prayer. That we might live with gratitude for our
ancestors whose faith and witness have nourished our own, that all who mourn today will be comforted,
and that we, who hope to greet Jesus when he comes again, will be ready and filled with joy. God of
mercy, hear our prayer. God our creator, you show your children the way to freedom through the gentle
obedience of your Son, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray,

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.
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Invitation to Offering The Rev. Katie Day,
Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church

We will receive the offering this morning by dancing forward in celebration, just as Jesus and his
followers entered Jerusalem. If you are unable to come forward, an usher will come by with a plate.
Please mark which congregation you are giving to on your check or envelope. Jesus gave himself for the
life of the world. With humble hearts bowed in awe, let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God.
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*Offertory Choir,
Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church

Prayer of Dedication The Rev. Kwasi Aye-Addo,
Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church

God of all good gifts, we thank you for showing us how to care for each other. May these gifts lead to
great feasting for those who have no banquets set before them. May these gifts build shelters and places
of prayer for those who are homeless. May these gifts proclaim your desire that all your creation live in
peace. Give us grateful hearts, O God, in the name of the one who came to draw all people to himself,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*Sung Response Hymn 475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (Stanza 1)

Come, thou Fount of every blessing; THEEMERRR  KEROLEHEE
tune my heart to sing thy grace; THREBRAL  BERSEEE -
streams of mercy, never ceasing, SKEHKIEAF - MRERBEEKX -
call for songs of loudest praise. ITHEHEEREE W KEEBTEKAE -

Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above;
praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,
mount of God’s unchanging love!



*Benediction

Postlude

The Rev. Grace Rohrer, Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church

The Rev. Kwasi Aye-Addo, Faith Ghanaian Presbyterian Church

Beloved wanderer,

as you leave this place,

may you carry your curious heart on your sleeve.
May you look for God in every face.

May you find the courage to get out of the boat,
to run to the tomb,

and to speak of your faith.

And when the world falls apart,

may you hear God’s voice deep within,

saying, “Take heart, it is |, be not afraid.”

You are called.

You are blessed.

In both your ups and your downs,

you always belong to God.

Go now in peace.

Go trusting that good news.

Amen.

The Royal Banners Forward Go
Wilbur Held

The Rev. Katie Day, Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church

Hyoun Joo Song,
Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church

Parts of today’s liturgy have been adapted from
Liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.
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